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From the Principal’s Desk 
Dare I say it…Spring is here!  Mother Nature still has time 
to play some tricks on us, but the sunshine promises 
warmer days ahead.    Spring is a fun and busy time in 
our school. 

Our calendar of events is filling up quickly.  Our staff is 
busy planning end‐of‐year field trips, Camp Read‐A‐Lot, 
music concerts, National School Library Month activities, 
new 3rd grade orientation, and more.  Please see dates 
and times for a variety of activities in this newsletter.  
You can also check event dates and times by clicking on 
the calendar tab on the Knik Elementary website. 

As you all know, students are taking the Performance 
Evaluation of Alaska Schools assessment this week.  
These are important tests that help our teachers, 
parents, and students measure learning growth.  I want 
to thank all of you for your extra efforts to ensure that 
your child is in school, on time, and ready to show what 
they know on the PEAKS assessment this year.  Our 
students are well‐prepared for these tests and I am 
confident their hard work will pay off.   

I hope to see you at our annual “Pastries with Parents” 
on the mornings of April 19th, 20th, and 21st.  This is a fun 
time to get to know others in our school community and 
visit your child’s classrooms if you can stay for the 
morning.  As always, please call or stop by if you have any 
questions or feedback about anything going on in our 
school.   

Sincerely, 

Traci Pedersen 
Traci Pedersen 

Dates to Remember 
April 
4th & 5th‐ PEAKS Assessment 
6th & 7th‐ PEAKS Make ups 
8th‐ Elementary Chess Tournament CMS 
11th‐ Book Character Dress Up Day  
13th‐ 5th Grade Concert Rehearsal 2:45 p.m. 
13th‐ 5th Grade Concert 6:30 p.m. 
14th‐ 3rd Grade Math Maniacs 10:40 a.m. 
15th‐ Elementary Science Olympiad CTHS 
18th‐ & 19th 5th Grade to Seward Sea Life Center 
19th‐ 4th Grade to Alaska Native Heritage Center 
19th‐‐21st Pastries with Parents Knik Library 8:30  
24th & 25th‐ 5th Grade to Seward Sea Life Center 
25th‐ Elementary Music Festival PHS 
26th‐ 5th Grade Middle School Orientation 
28th‐ Bake a Book Cake Contest 
28th‐ 3rd Grade Math Maniacs 10:40 a.m. 
28th‐ Camp Read A‐lot 
May 
 2nd‐ 3rd Grade AIMSweb Benchmark Testing 
2nd‐ 3rd Grade Orientation Library 6:00 p.m. 
4th‐ Last Day for Library Book Check Out 
5th‐ NO School for Students, PD Day 
 
PEAKS 
As your child may have shared with you, the state testing 
regulated by federal law is coming soon. Every child in 
third through tenth grade in the MSBSD, as well as the 
state of Alaska will be assessed via the state tests the 
week of April 3rd‐7th. All students will demonstrate their 
knowledge in reading, writing, and math. Students in 4th, 
8th, and 10th grades will also demonstrate their 
knowledge in science. 
Parents we ask for your help in four ways. First, get your 
kids off to a good start with a good night’s sleep, second, 
feed them well. A nourishing breakfast to start the day is 
a sure fire formula for good concentration. Third, please 
help your children get to school on time. And finally, 
support them, no matter what. We thank you for making 
educating your children a wonderful job for the staff of 
the Mat‐Su Borough School District. 



Appreciation for Our Education Community 
April 4th‐National School Librarian Day 
April 24th ‐28th -Volunteer Appreciation Week  
April 26th ‐ Administrative Professional Day  
May 1st‐ National School Principal’s Day  
May 2nd – Teacher Appreciation Day 
May 3rd ‐Educational Support Staff Appreciation Day  
May 1st ‐5th ‐Teacher and Staff Appreciation Week  
May 8th‐12th‐ Bus Driver Appreciation Week  
May 10th ‐ National School Nurse’s Day  
 
Blended Academy 
Knik Elementary is excited to be one of the regional 
choices for the Blended Academy. The Blended Academy 
is a K-5 hybrid model of education taking the best of a 
traditional school combined with online learning.  During 
the modified school day, students will engage in 
cooperative learning projects integrating content areas 
such as science, social studies, and art.  Online, students 
will work at an individualized pace to master literacy and 
math skills at home.  For more information contact Mrs. 
Pedersen or our district Education Technologist, Tomas 
Andersen, at 907-746-9212. 
 
Spring Pictures 
All students should have brought home their spring 
pictures. You only have to pay for the items you are 
keeping. Please send back any unwanted items. Any 
unwanted pictures and payments are due back by Friday, 
April 7th. Thank you!! 
 
Chess Tournament 
The chess team, under the guidance of 
Coach Bowlan, is working hard in 
preparation for the District Tournament. The 
tournament takes place at Colony Middle School on April 
8th. Best of luck to our Chess players. 
 
Science Olympiad 
The Science Olympiad Team will go to Career Tech High 
School on April 15th to participate in the District Meet. 
The team has been meeting every Tuesday and Friday 
since January. The team is geared up to meet the 
challenge. Best of luck to our Science Olympiads. 
 
Book Character Dress Up Day 
Mark the date, Tuesday April 11th, we are celebrating the 
love of reading by dressing up this day as our favorite 
book characters. Please join in and dress up with us. 
Please remember, NO full face mask! We need to see 
who you are! Please, nothing gory and NO weapons! Be 
creative and share in the fun! 

Track & Field 
Track and field will begin April 10th and continue until 
May 13th. Practice will be held on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays from 3:45‐ 5:00. The district meet 
is on May 13th at Palmer High School. Permission slips 
and schedules can be found at the office. Contact Mrs. 
Livingston with any questions, or if you are interested in 
helping out with the track and field season. 
 
Track & Field for 2nd and 3rd Grade Students!!! During 
the Wednesdays of the Elementary Track & Field Season, 
Knik 3rd graders and Goose Bay 2nd 
graders will have the opportunity to learn 
about track & field with the Knik King 
runners! More information will be 
available soon. 
 
Creative Arts & Music Corner 
5th grade band and guitar will continue at recess through 
April 13th. Band and guitar will then be over for the year. 
There will be an end of the year celebration for band and 
guitar students who stuck with me the whole year on 
Monday, April 17th during 5th grade recess. This day was 
chosen as it doesn’t conflict with 5th grade field trips. 
 
The MSBSD Honor Festival is Tuesday, April 
24th at Palmer High School. Honor Choir 
students will receive a permission slip for the 
field trip the week of April 10th. Students will be bussed 
to and from Palmer High School for the rehearsal, 
however students must find their own transportation 
back to Palmer High School for the concert that evening. 
 
5th Grade Spring Concert 
The 5th grade concert is April 13th at 6:30 PM. There will 
be a dress rehearsal at school that day. 5th grade students 
should try to arrive by 6:10. Concert lyrics are available 
on Mrs. Peterson’s door for practice purposes. 
 
Pastries for Parents 
Join us in the library as we celebrate National School 
Library week with our parents and students before 
school with Pastries for Parents. Join us at 8:30 a.m. each 
of these days: 3rd Grade ‐ Wednesday, April 19th, 4th 
Grade ‐ Thursday, April 20th, 5th Grade ‐ Friday, April 21st. 
If you have more than one student at Knik, or if your 
assigned day is not convenient for you, 
please come any day you’d like. 
Parents are invited to accompany 
students to their classrooms for a visit 
after enjoying a pastry in the library. 



5th Grade Field Trip to Seward 
The fifth grade classes are getting ready for 
their overnight field trip to the Seward Sea 
Life Center. Mrs. Mercer and Mrs. 
Thompson’s classes will be going on April 
18th and 19th.  Mrs. Bauman and Mr. Bowlan’s classes will 
be going on April 24th and 25th.  The students will have 
the opportunity to learn about marine mammals, 
bioluminescence and cephalopods.  Make sure to get 
your permission slip and fee turned in as soon as 
possible.  
 
“Knik’s Got Talent” Show Information 

What: Knik’s Got Talent 2017 
Who: Grades 3, 4, and 5. 
When: Wednesday, May 17th @ 1:00 pm 
Where: Knik Elementary Gym, Music Stage 
Auditions: Auditions will be during recess on April 17th 
– 21st. Lyrics must be pre‐screened by Mrs. Pedersen. 
Approved lyrics must be attached to the application and 
be submitted by April 7th. Acts may not exceed 2 ½ 
minutes, song choices must be appropriate for all 
audiences. Judges will be selecting the final 
performances. 
 
5th Grade Middle School Orientation 
April 26th all 5th graders will be visiting a middle school for 
orientation. A middle school selection form was sent 
home with students recently. If you did not receive one 
of these please call Knik Office at 352‐0300. Students 

attending Redington will have 
orientation from 12:00 – 1:30 p.m. and 
students attending Wasilla will have 
orientation from 1:30 ‐2:30 p.m.  
 

 
3rd Grade Parent Orientation Night  
All incoming 3rd grade parents are invited to 
join us on May 2nd at 6:00 p.m. in the Knik 
Library. The 3rd 

 
grade teachers and 

specialists will be available for you to see their rooms, ask 
questions and learn about what it is like to be a third 
grader at Knik! Traci Pedersen, Principal, will also be 
available for questions along with our Instructional 
Coach, Rhonda Hewitt. More information will be coming 
soon. 

Boundary Exemptions 
Boundary exemption request forms are being accepted 
for the 2017‐2018 school year. Please submit forms by 
April 30th. Forms can be obtained in the office or on the 
district website at www.matsuk12.us. When you hover 
on the parents’ icon, choose quick links. Boundary 
exemptions can be found under program links. If your 
student is on a current Boundary Exemption for Knik, you 
will still need to fill out a new request every year. 
 
5th Grade Promotion ~ Award Assemblies 
Join us May 18th as we celebrate and recognize student’s 
achievements at our award assemblies and promotion. 
All the festivities will be in the Knik Elementary Gym. 
More information will be available in May. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Day for Book Check Outs 
Last day for library book check out is May 4. All books 
MUST be returned by May 10. Any book not returned on 
your child’s account will be marked missing and they will 
NOT be allowed to check out books at the beginning of 
next year until their account is cleared.   If you have 
questions feel free to call Chris Stegall at 352‐0345. 
 
Drama Club  
Drama Club is in need of certain 
video game character costumes. 
Specifically: Princess Peach, Bowser, 
a black karate gi (M/L), a white karate 
gi (S/M), Square Builder Steve, Mega 
man, Yoshi, and a lab coat. If you have one of these 
costumes drama club could borrow for the upcoming 
performance on May 4th at 6:30 p.m. in the Knik Gym., 
please contact Mrs. Jena Peterson. Thank you! 
 
Volunteers Bring a Little Sunshine 
Knik Elementary is very lucky to have an outstanding 
group of volunteers that add some sunshine to our 
school. Whether it be leading a reading group, helping 
with classroom projects like bulletin boards or making 
copies, these people bring their talent and time to Knik, 
sharing their sunshine. We offer our appreciation and an 
enormous Thank You! 
 



Camp Read A-lot 
Knik Elementary cordially 
invites all of our wonderful 
families to Camp Read A‐lot 
on Friday, April 28, 2017 6:00 
– 7:30 pm. Join us for a night of exciting activities and hot 
dogs on the grill. All children who attend will receive a 
free book.  Families will be entered to win door prizes.  
We will also offer a thank you treat to families who fill 
out our brief survey before leaving for the night. We will 
be having a cake walk as a fundraiser for our library. We 
will be using all the donated cakes from our annual Bake 
a Book Cake Contest. Tickets for the cake walk will be $1 
each.  
Weather permitting, all of our exciting events will be held 
outside.  Plan “B” means using the gym and camping out 
inside. If you have any questions or would like to 
volunteer to help with Camp Read A Lot, please contact 
Mrs. Hewitt or Mrs. Davidson at 352‐0300. 
 
 
Bake a Book Cake Contest 
It's that time of year where we hold our Bake A Book 
Cake Competition to help Celebrate National Library 
Week. We would like the cakes you bake to help us raise 
money for our library by donating your entry into our 
Cake Walk at Camp Read‐A‐Lot that night.  If you don't 
want to donate your cake to the cake walk, PLEASE MARK 
ON ENTRANCE CARD:  NOT FOR DONATION!    

• Entries can be any baked good (cake, set of 
cupcakes, pie or bread) that clearly relates to a 
children's book.  Some part of the book setting, 
characters, plot, title, author must be included as part 
of the baked good. 
• Each entry must have a 5x7 card that states 
what book the baked good represents and if it contains 
nuts, tree nuts, dairy or eggs so that people who are 
allergic to those foods are aware and do not handle 
those items. 
• All entries MUST be on a tin foil covered piece 
of cardboard or other disposable plate so they don't 

have to be returned and we don't lose your precious, 
costly plates! 
• All contest entries are due April 29th, Friday 
morning before 9:00 am in the library. NO EXCEPTIONS.  
IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO HAVE YOUR CAKE JUDGED BUT 
WOULD STILL LIKE TO DONATE ITEMS TO THE CAKE 
WALK YOU MAY TURN THEM IN ALL DAY FRIDAY UP TO 
6:00 FOR THE CAKE WALK. 
• 1st, 2nd, 3rd place and Judge’s Choice winner's 
prizes are the choice of a book ordered from Amazon by 
Mrs. Stegall and delivered by the end of the year.  
Maximum of$10.00. 
• Any cake not picked up by 4:15 on Friday, April 
28th, will automatically be entered into the Cake Walk 
for Camp Read‐A‐Lot! 
We are so excited to do our Bake a Book Cake and see 
where your creativity leads you!  Thank you for 
supporting literacy and our Knik Elementary Dickinson 
Library!  Any questions please call Mrs. Stegall at 352‐
0345 or 352‐0346 
 
Attendance 
Our attendance policy for Perfect Attendance at Knik 
Elementary is “Student present all day, every day.” 

 
3rd Quarter Perfect Attendance 
3rd Grade 
Chad Buckalew, Thomas Christman, Sarah Forro, William 
Fritts, Emily Kelley, Makayla Lopez, Skyler Nickelson, 
Lloyd Pehrson, Ava Perkins, Brandon Rasmussen,  Lauren 
Tucker 
4th Grade 
Annareese Carroll, Zoey Christianson, Jaxon Flynn, Justin 
Flynn, Kichelle Frizzelle, Caiden Holzmann,  Brynnley 
Kuehl,  Elissa Lo, Mason Matthews, Robert Snider 
5th Grade 
Meilana Alekseyenko, Kiara Burke, Payton Burris, Kayden 
Crockett, Krystal Crowley, Sebastian Dooley, Emma 
Flagor, Kara Lopez, Arianna Montanez, lsha Stanford, 
Carolyn Tucker 
 
 
 



Daily Extra Curricular Activities 
*ANSEP ~ Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri. 8:00‐9:00 a.m.  
*Open Library in the Morning ~ Mon, Wed. 8:30 ‐9:05 
a.m.  
*Family Library Night ~ Tues. 5:00‐7:00 p.m. 
*5th Grade Band ~ Tues, Thurs. 12:00‐12:30 p.m.  
*Early Morning Movers ~Tues, Thurs. 8:30 ‐ 9:00 a.m. 
* 4th Grade Homework Class ~ Tues, Thurs 3:45‐ 5:15 
p.m.  
*5th Grade Homework Class ~ Tues, Thurs 3:45‐ 5:15 
p.m. 
* 5th Grade Guitar Lessons ~ Wed. 12:00‐12:30 p.m.  
* Science Olympiad ~ Tues, Fri. 8:00 ‐ 9:00 a.m.   
*Drama Class ~ Mon, Wed. 4:00 ‐ 5:00 p.m.  
*5th Grade Chess ~ Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs. ‐ 12:00 ‐ 
12:30 p.m. 
*5th Grade Tech Club ~ Wed, Thurs. ‐ 3:45 ‐ 5:00 p.m. 
*Track & Field Practice ~ Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. – 3:45 – 
5:00 p.m. 
 
Notes from the Nurse 
 
 
Personal Appearance/Clothing 
Knik's policy follows the School District's Handbook for 
Dress and Appearance.  Since our appearance reflects our 
respect for ourselves and others, we will be following and 
enforcing this policy.  It is also a safety issue and in the 
event of an emergency or cold weather students need to 
have the proper clothing.   
 

Expectations for appropriate clothing for school 
include but are not limited to: 
• Shorts and sandals with heel straps are allowed 

on good weather days during the months of 
August and May. 

• Shorts, dresses, or skirts can be no shorter than 
3" above the knee. 

• Strap tank tops, low cut tops, crop tops or shirts 
that expose the midriff are not appropriate for 
school. 

• Close-toed, low-heeled shoes or sport shoes are 
preferred. Flip-flops, slippers, high heels, or 
wheeled shoes are not allowed. Shoe strings 
need to be tied to prevent injury. 

• Pajamas, sleepwear, or clothing resembling 
sleepwear are not appropriate for school. 

• Hats or hoods may be worn outside only.  
• Pants must cover underclothes; sagging pants 

are not allowed at school. 
• Clothing cannot have offensive words or 

pictures, or promote violence, racism, alcohol, 
drugs or tobacco products. 

• Make-up is not allowed at school. 
• Snow boots should be removed and indoor shoes 

put on when arriving at school and after recess.  
• Students wearing prohibited attire will be asked 

to cover it, change it, or call/go home until 
proper attire is worn.   

 

 
 
Appropriate school attire is a shared responsibility 
between students, parents and our school. Thank you for 
your help in securing safe and appropriate attire for our 
children. 
 
Medication Turn In 
Turn in your unused or expired medication 
for safe disposal. Saturday, April 29th 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m. at Palmer or Wasilla Fred 
Meyers and Talkeetna Sunshine Clinic. Do 
you have old medicine piling up in your cabinet? Did you 
think flushing them or putting them in the trash is the 
way to go? It's not. Hand in your unwanted prescription 
drugs safely at the National Prescription Drug Take‐Back 
Day. Expired pet meds are accepted too. For more 
information: Matanuska‐Susitna Borough (907) 861‐
8557 mmiller@matsugov.us. 

mailto:mmiller@matsugov.us

